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(57) Public access to the Internet using an Internet 
kiosk (2) whereby payment for goods and services (6) 
on the Internet is affected by a line of credit (14) ar- 
ranged by the operator of the Internet kiosk (2), wherein 



the user makes payment (8) to the kiosk (2) and 
processing means (1 0) credits an electronic purse (12) 
with the appropriate credit-line payment (14) which can 
be used by the user whilst on-line to purchase goods or 
services (6). 
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Description 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to public access 
to the Internet and in particular, but not exclusively, to 
Internet kiosks. 

[0002] An Internet kiosk is a terminal where public ac- 
cess to the Internet is attained for a pre-paid amount. 
The kiosk is usually stand alone in for example an airport 
lounge, hotel etc and has means to accept prepayment, 
for example a card reader for credit, debit and telephone 
cards, or a payment slot for monetary notes, coins and 
tokens. The kiosk may be one of a plurality of terminals 
in for example an Internet cafe, and prepayment is then 
made to a central controller which then switches an in- 
dividual terminal on for the pre-paid period of time, al- 
lowing the user to access the Internet for a pre-paid pe- 
riod of time. 

[0003] E-commerce is becoming increasingly popular 
and it is possible to buy goods over the Internet from 
any country and have them delivered to your home, or 
to buy for example insurance and holidays etc. Also cer- 
tain web sites are not free to access and additional pay- 
ment must be made to enter that site or for down loading 
information from that site. The payment for such goods 
and access is made by the user providing certain per- 
sonal details and details of their credit card or debit card 
over the Internet to the web site they wish to enter, or 
from which they wish to make a purchase. Many users 
are not comfortable with providing such details because 
they fear that computer hackers may obtain that infor- 
mation and misuse it They also fear that the information 
might be misdirected and that in many instances they 
do not know the credentials of the web site and therefore 
what use the proprietor of that site may make of their 
details. Also a user may simply not wish to have details 
of a visit to a particular web site appear on their credit 
card statement. Furthermore, providing such details is 
time consuming which increases the cost to the user 
who is also paying for time spent on-line. Also, if a user 
does not have a credit or debit card he is unable to make 
any necessary additional payment in order to purchase 
goods or services on-line. 

[0004] It is an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide a means of public access to the Internet which over- 
comes or alleviates the above described drawbacks. 
[0005] In accordance with one aspect of the present 
invention there is provided a means for public access to 
the Internet having processing means and an electronic 
purse, wherein the processing means swaps, in use, a 
cash payment by the user for a designated line of credit 
arranged by the operator of the means for public access 
and charges said electronic purse with said credit ena- 
bling e-commerce over the Internet using said credit 
from within said electronic purse. 
[0003] This has the advantage that if the user does 
not have a credit/debit card he can pay using coins, 
notes or tokens for the operators prearranged credit fa- 
cilities, which are then used to purchase goods or serv- 



ices or access to a particular site on the Internet. For 
this purpose the means for public access may be pro- 
vided with money payment receiving and verification 
means which accepts the amount pre-paid by the user 

* and verifies the amount paid to the processing means. 
[0007] The payment receiving and verification means 
may also accept payment by the users payment card. 
This allows the user to use his own credit or debit card, 
smart card or telephone card to pre purchase credit fa- 

"> cilities, with the advantage that the users card details 
are not sent over the Internet, only the credit details of 
the operator provided credit-line facilities are sent. 
[0008] The means for providing public access to the 
Internet may also have payment deduction means for 

is deducting from the user's payment a payment for the 
time to be spent on-line. Furthermore payment storage 
means may be provided in order to retain the payment 
for later collection by the operator of the means for public 
access. 

20 [0009] The payment receiving and verification means 
may comprise means for checking the available credit 
of the user. The has the advantage that the user's credit 
limit can be checked before a credit-line is provided by 
the operator. 

25 [001 0] In a preferred embodiment the means for pub- 
lic access is an Internet kiosk. The payment receiving 
and verification means may be the payment receiving 
and verification means used to pre-pay for time to be 
spent on-line. 

30 (001 1] In a further preferred embodiment the means 
for public access is an Internet cafe. In this instance the 
processing means may be shared by a plurality of com- 
puter terminals, and selection means may be provided 
to charge the electronic purse of a particular computer 

35 terminal. 

[0012] In accordance with a second aspect of the 
present invention there is provided a method of conduct- 
ing e-commerce on the Internet using a third-party line 
of credit, the method comprising the steps of charging 

40 a means for public access to the Internet with a cash 
payment, swapping that payment forsaid third-party line 
of credit, charging an electronic purse with said third- 
party credit, and paying for goods or services on the In- 
ternet and/or on-line Internet access charges using said 

45 credit in the electronic purse. 

[0013] The invention will be described by way of ex- 
ample only with reference to the drawing, which is a 
block diagram illustrating how goods can be purchased 
on the Internet in accordance with one embodiment of 

50 the present invention. 

[0014] Referring to the drawing an Internet kiosk is 
provided comprising a cabinet containing a computer 2 
with modem 4 connected to a telephone network for es- 
tablishing connection to the Internet 6. For this purpose 

55 the kiosk has a payment receiving and verification 
means 8 adapted to accept monetary payment. The 
payment receiving means 8 has a plurality of means for 
accepting payment including a card reader for credit, 
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debit, telephone and smart cards, a coin slot for accept- 
ing monetary coins and tokens, and a note slot for ac- 
cepting monetary notes. 

[0015] In order to access the Internet 6 the user 
makes a prepayment with respect to a specified amount 5 
of time into payment receiving and verification means 8. 
The user can preselect the required amount of time via 
the computer's keyhoard with processing means 10, 
controlled by software, providing on-screen Instruction 
to the user of how much he should pay in order to pur- 10 
chase that time. The user also has the option of making 
additional pre-payment into the kiosk in order to facili- 
tate payment for goods whilst on-line. Software in the 
processing means 1 0 swaps the amount additional cash 
payment for a credit-line payment and credits an elec- is 
tronic purse 12 with that additional amount. The elec- 
tronic purse 1 2 is charged by a third-party electronic line 
of credit 14 arranged by the operator of the Internet ki- 
osk. 

[0016] The actual payment made into the payment re- 20 
ceiving and verification means 8 by the user is trans- 
ferred to payment storage means 1 6 for later collection 
by the kiosk provider. 

[0017] The user then accesses the Internet 6 in the 
usual manner and if payment on-line is required the 25 
credit within the electronic purse 1 2 is used to purchase 
the goods. The goods are paid for by the third-party line 
of credit up to the amount pre-paid into the kiosk by the 
user. If additional payment is required whilst on-line for 
the purchase of further Internet time or for goods, the 30 
user is able to insert a further prepayment into the pay- 
ment receiving and verification means 8 and this amount 
can be allocated by the user via the computer controlled 
by the processor to either further on-line time or to the 
electronic purse 12 in order to increase the designated 35 
credit-line. 

[001 8] When on-line if the user is asked to provide his 
credit details the processor 10 controlled by software, 
can upon the instruction of the user, automatically com- 
plete the required details with those of the third-party *o 
credit, the user merely confirming the amount to be paid. 
[0019] If prepayment is made by coins, tokens or 
notes, the payment verification means 6 counts the 
amount pre-paid and the amount required for payment 
for on-line time is debited by payment deduction means -*s 
18 which instructs computer 2 that the required amount 
has been paid. Any additional amount Is indicated to the 
processor 10 where it is swopped for credit-line and 
credited to the electronic purse 12 as described above. 
The actual payment is transferred into payment storage 50 
means 16 as described above. 
[0020] If the prepayment is by way of the user's pay- 
ment card (credit, debit etc), the processing means 10 
controlled by software sends a signal to the computer 2 
to activate the screen whereon a question appears al- 55 
lowing the user to answer that question using the com- 
puter keyboard in order for the user to indicate the 
amount of prepayment to be debited from his payment 



card. The payment verification means 6 then checks 
whether that payment card is able to provide the spec- 
ified prepayment, in that it is connectabie via the tele- 
phone network and thereby to the card provider to check 
the user's available credit limit, in the usual manner. 
Once authorization for the transaction has been re- 
ceived, the amount selected by the user can be debited 
from the card and allocated to time on-line and for pay- 
ment of goods whilst on-line, as described above. A 
record of the transaction is forwarded to the payment 
storage means 1 6 for later collection by the kiosk oper- 
ator. 

[0021] Although the invention has been described 
with reference to a stand-alone Internet kiosk, it is to be 
understood that the third-party on-line credit, which has 
been prearranged by the kiosk provider, could also be 
applied to an Internet caf6 where there is a plurality of 
computer terminals and the prepayment in this instance 
could be made to the central controller. The central con- 
troller could be a payment receiving and verification 
means via which the user is able to select a particular 
terminal for use, or could be a manned control desk with 
the operator taking the payment and authorizing the on- 
line time and the credit-line for a particular computer ter- 
minal. 

[0022] Although pre-payment in fixed amounts has 
been described the user could merely specify an upper 
limit to the amount he wishes to spend, and at the end 
of the session any remaining credit could be returned to 
the user. This operation being controlled by the process- 
ing means. 

[0023] Although payment for goods on-line has been 
described, it is to be understood that the invention could 
equally apply to the payment of services and for access- 
ing Internet sites which require pre-payment 



Claims 

1. Means for public access to the Internet having 
processing means (10) and an electronic purse 
(12), wherein the processing means (10) swaps, in 
use, a cash payment by the user for a designated 
line of credit arranged by the operator of the means 
for public access and charges said electronic purse 
(12) with said credit enabling e-commerce over the 
Internet using said credit from within said electronic 
purse (12). 

2. Means for public access as claimed in claim 1 , com- 
prising money payment receiving and verification 
means which accepts the amount paid by the user 
and verifies the amount paid to the processing 
means (10). 

3. Means for public access as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the payment receiving and verification 
means accepts payment by the users payment 
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card. 

4. Means for public access as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein the payment receiving and verification 
means comprises means for checking the available s 
credit of the user. 

5. Means for public access as claimed in claim 2, 3 or 
4, wherein the payment receiving and verification 
means is the payment receiving and verification 10 
means used to pre-pay for time to be spent on-line. 

6. Means for public access as claimed in any one of 
the preceding claims, comprising payment deduc- 
tion means for deducting from the user's payment '5 
a payment for the time to be spent on-line. 

7. Means for public access as claimed in any one of 
the preceding claims comprising payment storage 
means (1 6) to retain the payment for later collection 20 
by the operator of the means for public access. 

8. Means for public access as claimed in any one of 
the preceding claims, wherein means for public ac- 
cess is an Internet cafe. 25 

9. Means for public access as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein the processing means is shared by a plu- 
rality of computer terminals, and selection means is 
provided which is adapted to charge the electronic 30 
purse of a particular computer terminal. 

10. A method of conducting e-commerce on the Inter- 
net using a third-party line of credit, the method 
comprising the steps of charging a means (8) for 35 
public access to the Internet with a cash payment, 
swapping that payment for said third-party line of 
credit, charging an electronic purse (12) with said 
third-party credit, and paying for goods or services 

on the Internet and/or on-line Internet access charg- 40 
es using said credit in the electronic purse (12). 
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